Congenital hydrocephalus in suckling hamsters caused by transplacental infection with parainfluenza virus type 3.
The possible occurrence of congenital hydrocephalus by viral infection of the mother was examined by inoculating pregnant hamsters intravenously with parainfluenza virus type 3 (PIV-3). We could produce congenital hydrocephalus in littermates born to a mother which had been inoculated into the left cervical vein on the 14th day of pregnancy. This result may indicate that the virus could pass through the placenta to arrive at the fetus, and infect the central nervous system.